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- St. 8 AVIOUR'S, SOUTHWARK. 
My gear People, 


| HE following Dialogues were written 

by a worthy Clergyman of our own 
Church, and have been already made 
very uſeful to many Perſons. In hopes that 
they will be made equally uſeful to you, I am 
encouraged to reprint them, and to put them 
into your Hands — They contain the Sub- 
ſtance of what I have delivered to you from 
the Pulpit, and are entirely agreeable to the 
| Doctrine of Scripture, and of the Church 
} of England. 1 may, therefore, with great 
| | Safety, recommend them (as | hereby do) to 
| your ſerious and attentive Peruſal. l have 
| long had it upon my Mind, that it was my 


1 bounden Duty, as your Minitter to viſit you 
| « from Houſe to Houſe,” and enforce the 
Truths of the Goſpel upon you. I am now 
determined, by the Grace of God, to ſet 

| about this important Part of my Ofhce.— 
| Let me hope my dear People will give me a 
favourable Reception, and pay a Regard to 
my well-meant Admonitions. Tis impoſſi- 
ble for me to addreſs every Perſon, in this 
A 2 large 
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large and populous Pariſh, ſo particularly as 
could be wiſhed ; permit me,; therefore, to 
convey my Advice in the following Dialogues. 
They ſpeak my whole Heart upon the Mat 
ter, and are ſo judiciouſly executed, that, 
while the moſt improved Readers will find 
much in them both for Edification and De- 
light, the plaineſt and fimpleſt Capacities 
may underſtand and be benefited by them. 
Let me then intreat your eandid Attention 
to thefe Dialogues. They contain whateter 
I would fay to you one by one, were I to ad- 
dreſs you ſingly, and are much better execu- 
ted than any Thing of my own upon the Sub- 
ject would be. It may not be amiſs to add 
that they are wrote by a Father in Chriſt; one 
who has a Pariſh of his ewn, and who rs a 
faithful Preacher of the Golpel of our dear 
Saviour, God grant you may read them 'in 
the ſame Spirit they were wrote in! then I 
am perſuaded you'll receive a Bleſfing from 
the. Peruſal. In the Name of my Maſter 
then, I pay you this friendly Viſit, and mrrear 
your acceptance of this little Book. For his 
Sake I beſeech you ſeriouſly to conſider the 
Fruths contained therein. Thoſe of you who 
tive without any Concern for your poor Souls, 
I would earneſtly. call upon to attend: with 
Diligence to the © Things that belong unto 
their Peace.” Theſe, and all ſuch as are 
contented with a bare Profeſſion, and the 
mere Externals of Religion, would do. well 
to. conſider the firſt Dialogue. Thoſe of 
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DEDICATION: , v 
you who are 1eeking the Kingdom af Heaven 
(and I truſt: J have many ſuch among you) 
will find fame uſeful Directions in the ſeoond; 
and the .Sout, which is juſtified by faith, Will 
meet with very profitable Inſtruction in the 
third. I would adviſe you, however, to give 
them all a ſerious reading; although | re- 
commend it to you tofix your. particular At- 
tention upon that Dialogue that ſuits your 
State. —My dear Brethren, I wiſh you knew 
how earneſtly 1“ long for your Souls in the 
* Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt ;'* how ſf:ncerely ! 
delire your Salvation. An Eternity is before 
you: Oh that I might be inſtrumental to your 
finding that Eternity a bleffed One]! With 
this Deſire 4 beg Leave to wait on you and 
preſent you with thefe Dialogues. I need no 
Apology for taking this Liberty, ſince my Of: 
fice allows me to take it. I would rather 
aſk pardon for having neglected it fo long. 
But, tor the Future, | intend, God willing, 
to renew my Viſits once a Year, while He 
ſhall ſpare me to © labour amongſt you.” 1 
likewiſe invite all ſuch of my Pariſh as are wil- 
ling to receive any little Inſtructions I can give 
them, the pooreſt among you | invite, to 
come to me whenever they chuſe, with all 
the Freedom of a Friend, and with all the 
Confidence of a Brother. My dear People, 
indeed bear you on my Heart. Were you 
my Parents or my Brethren, I could not love 
you more affectionately than I do. I ſeek 
not yours but you,“ only glorify my blei- 
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ſed Maſter, by ſtriving in earneſt to enter in- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven, and I have my 
Reward. May the blefled Jeſus incline 
your Hearts to ſeek his Face here, that you 
may be glorified with him hereafter ! This, 
you may be aſſured is my hearty Prayer to 
God for you. I often remember you at the 
Throne of Grace, let me intreat your Prayers 
for me in Return. Iam, with great Reſpect 
and Eſteem, ; | 


My dear People, 
Your affectionate, 
Though unworthy Miniſter, 


T. JONES. 


Caſtle fret, June 10, | | 
1759. | 
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F ARM E R, good-morrow. I find you 
Sax have been early up, and diligently em- 
ployed: Your Cattle are fed, and Ser- 
4 vants at Wotk. 1 ſee Thriving in the 
IJ World is a Matter very near your Heart. 
P. Ay, Sir, all this is neceſſary, Meat and Cloaths 
mult be provided: the Lord's Rent mult be paid ; and 
this requires much Care and Labour. | 
M. 1 would by no means 2 your Induſtry. 
It is your Duty to be net forbful in Buſine/s. But, you 
know, you have another Calling beſides Huſbandry : 
The Soul mutt be fed and cloathed too. 
P. Doubtleſs the Soul ought to be minded in the firſt 
| Tlace, for that is the chief Concern: But I hope, I do 
| not neglect my Soul and the World to come: | 
| ſhould be ſorry you ſhould think me ſo bad a Man: I 
believe you have no Reaſon 
M No particular Reaſon to be ſuſpicious of you ra- 
ther than others. But when I look round, and obſerve 
N the general Unconcern about Salvation in which Men 
ve, I am concerned for my Fellow-Mortals: And 
with Reſpe& to you of this Pariſh in particular, I think 
myſelf obliged to admoniſh you of your Danger, that 
you may not die before you have obtained Forgiveneſs 
of your Sins through Faith in Jesus CnRISsT, and 
an Inheritance among them that are ſan#lified. | 

k P. Lord ! Sir, why ſhould you entertain ſuch un- 

; chacitable Thoughts of us? 
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M. Do not fo abuſe the Word Charity ; It fignibes 
the ſame as Love. Nou Love does net reqnire — we 
think well of every body with or without Renſon, but 
that we wiſh and intend well to every body. If | 
gave my ſelf no Trouble about you, that is, if I was ut- 
terly void of Charity, you would think me a very cha- 
table Man. | 

P. But I hope vou do not condemn us all: Some of 
s indeed are wicked, ſwearing, drunken Men; but we 
are not all ſo. You know yourſelf that I keep my 
Church, and come ſometimes to Sacrament. I never 
— any Man in my Life, and pay every Man his 

ue. 

M. And upon this you build your Hopes of Heaven? 
— If this is your Foundation, I muſt plainly tell you, 
it will leave you hopeleſs in the Day of Trial. Let us 
examine it by the Word of God. 5 

% You never did any Hurt to any Man.” You mean, 
I ſuppoſe, you never robbed nor murdered any Perſon : 
do not think you have ; but ſtill you have committed 
much Sin, and done much Hurt, not only to others, but 
eſpecially to your own Soul, by great and numberleſe, 
nay daily Offences againſt the holy Law of Gov. Nay 
you have broken every one of his Commandments. 

P. Who could give you ſuch an Account of me ? 

AN. You yourſelf, laſt Lord's Day. When you heard 
me repeat the Commandments, you made anſwer after 
each of them, Lord, have Mercy upon us, &c. Your 
calling for Mercy was plainly acknowledging yourſclt 

uilty. 5 | . 
; P. I never committed Ido/atry, Murder, Adultery — 

M. Yes, All of them. Have you never loved any 
worldly Thing more than G o b and his Favour ? nor 
feared any Thing more than his Diſpleaſure, fo as to 
negle& a known Duty rather than draw upon yourſelf 
ſame temporal Inconvenience? This was a Breach of 
the Fr Commandment. The Secord Commandment 
reſpects the Manner of expreſſing the Devotion of the 
Heat; and therefore whatever in your Service has 
been unbecoming, ſuch as arangering Thoughts, Carelef- 
neſs and Irreverence, as well as v/ing Images, is a Breach 
ot this Commandment: So is alſo Negle& of — o D's 
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Service. And here you will not pretend, J ſuppoſe,. to 
be Net guilty, Conſequently your coming to Church 
and Sacrament in this manner deſerves rather to be rec- 
koned among your Sins, than truſted to for Juſtification 
before G o b. But a few Minutes ago, in my Hearing, 
you took the Lord's Name in wain, uſing it needleſsly, and 
witbout.an awful Senſe, of His Majeſty, of whom you 
ſpake. You have done the ſame perhaps ten thauiand 
times in your Life, This is a Breach of the Third 
Commandment Whenever you have neglected to at- 
tend on G o 9's Worſhip on the Sabbath without a ne- 
ceſſary Hindrance, ſuffered worldly Thoughts to unfit 

ou tor Go v's Service, done worldly Buſineſs on that 

ay that might be done on another, and negledted to- 
devote the Whole to Gop, by Reading, Hearing, Prayer, 
Meditation, and uſeful Converſation, — you have pio- 
ſaned the LOA Ds Day. The Subſtance of theſe Com- 
mandments is, Thou falt love the Log DU thy GOD 
with all thy Heart: But you have come ſhort of this 
Whenever you have not acted to the Glory af Gov. 

ow what think you of your Innocence with reſpect to 
the Duties of the Firſt Table ? 

P. I cannot pritend to juſtify myſelf with teſpect to 
Goo; but I ſure I have done no Hurt to Mar. 

M. You would not ſay fo, if you underſtood the Spi- 
rituality and Extent of G o v's Commandments, as ex- 
1 by our Lok p in his Sermon on the Mount. 
There you find that Concupiſcence in the Eye or Heart 
is eſteemed Adultery in the Sight of Go p; and cauſe- 
leſs Anger, and eſpecially injurious Language, is account- 
ed a Degree of Murder : And who can acquit himſelf. 
of theſe? ; 

If you take the ſame Method to underſtand the other 
Commandments, all Parts of your Behaviour that are un- 
ſuitable to the Station in which Providence hath placed 
you, all Irreverence and proud Cenſuring of your Superi- 

ors, and all unkind and injurous Treatment of thoſe 
that are beneath you, will appear to be Breaches of the 
Fifth Commandment. All evi! Speaking, raſp Cenſu- 
ring. and repeating of Stcries injurious to the Characlers 
of others, ale contrary to the Ninth: And all Murmur- 
| A 5 ing 
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ing and Diſcontent. Envy and Greedineſi, are Sins ſor- 
bidden by the Tenth. | | 

P. Then it ſeems there is but one Commandment 
againſt which I have not ſinned. 5 

M. If you rightly knew yourſelf and the Law of 
Go p, you would not acquit yourſelf of that neither. 
Be not offended, I ſpeak out of Love to your Soul. I do 
not think you a Thief or a Robber : Vet, have you ne- 
ver concealed the Faults and bad Properties of what 
you ſold, when you knew that Ignorance of theſe Faults 


was the very Thing that induced the Perſon to buy ? 


Nay, have you not often recommended your Goods in 
ſuch general Terms, as were inconſiſtent with ſtrict 
Truth ? Have you not cruelly taken Advantage of the 
Neceſſity of a needy Seller, and beat down bis Ware 
much below ice real Value? Theſe will certainly witneſs 
againſt you. | 
P. Why, Sir, after this Rate you condeinn all the 
World. According to your Account, there is not a good 
Man upon Earth. | 
M. It is not my Account, but the Scripture Account: 
There is none that doeth Good, no not one, Rom. iii. 12. 
P. 1 am glad then you do not think me worfe than 
my Neighbours. I hope I ſhall do as well as others, for 
all are Sinners. 
M. Therefore you think you need not be greatly 


troubled, if you are ſo too; but hope to paſs in the 


Crowd. Does not fome ſuch Thought as that lurk at 


the Bottom? But what ſignify Numbers with Go p, 


whoſe all ſearching Eye no Man can lie concealed from, 
2nd whoſe Arm none can reſittvor eſcape? Had you 
lived in Sedem or the old World, this fame Thought 
might have lulled you aſleep in the prevailing Abomina- 
tions, but would not ſave you from the overflowing 
Deluge, nor the Streams of Fire. 

P. After this Rate you damn all the World, 

M. Damn! What a Word is that? It ſignifies to ad- 
judge to eternal Torment, to do w hich belongeth only to 
the Righteous Judge. I would with all my Soul retcue 
all Men from this Mifery. And with that View I now 
ſpeak plainly and faithfully to you, and agreeably to the 
Word of G op. | 7 


Cot F 


P. Who then can be ſaved ?: Not you yourſelf. Pray, 
Sir, did you never fin ? 

M. Friend be ſerious, The ſubje& we are now up- 
on is of the utmoſt Importance. I have ſinned as well 
as you; 1 have greatly ſinned, and my Sins have de- 
ſerved eternal Damnation: But Go p hath been plea'ed- 
to awaken me to Repentance, he hath ſhewn me my 
Danger, and ſtirred me up to flee from the Wrath to 
come. He hath ſhewn me alſo the Way of eſcaping the 
Wages of Sin, opened in the bled Goſpel, The Ten. 
der of Salvation there made I truſt | have embraced, 
and obtained Forgiveneſs through Faith in JEsvs 
CHRIST. 

P. IJ hope I have repented too: I am ſure, if I of- 
fend Go p, I am ſorry for it afterwards. And for Faith 
— why, we are all Ch, iſhians, | hope, are we not? 

M. li your Repentance is fincere, and your Faith lively 
and ſaving, your State is ſaſe and happy, But many 
Perſons deceive themſelves by a dead Faith and imper- 
feat Repentance. Are you willing to have the Sincerity. 
_of yours tried ? 

P. l am; for the trial can do me no Hurt. If Jam 
fate, it is well; if 1 am not, I hope it is not too late 
to amend. 

M. You ſay very right. Firſt, then, Jet us examine 
your Repentance, Now true Repentance implies a Senſe 
of Sin, its Odiouſneſs and Deformity, a Hatred of ir, a 
Humiliation and felt loathing on Account of it, an actual 
forſaking of it, and a turning to G o Þ by Newneſs of. 
Life. Fa your Repentance ſuch as this? 

P. ] hope it is. 

M. The Wages of Sin is Death, eternal Death. Do 
you think you deterve this Death ? | | 
P. As much as other Men, for all are Sinners: But 
Gov is mercitul. | 

M. Do not now talk of other Men. Do you A. B. 
think that you deſerve eternal Death? 

FP. If God ſhovid deal with me according to ſtrict 
Juſtice, 1 do: But, as I think God is mercitul, fo I 
hope I ſhall do well enough. 

M. I fear your Notions of Go p's Mercy are ſuch as 
bi event true Repentance. You ſecm to have entertain- 


ed 
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cd Hopes of Mercy, without beeing deeply ſenfible of 


your utter Miſery without it; to have applied the heal- 


ing Balſam, before you were wounded. This is what 


the Almighty ſtiles healing the wounds of bis People Nlight= 


ly. Now you ſeem in this Manner to. have deceived 
yourſelf. You never ſaw yourſelf in a'State of Sin and 
Death; you never ſaw Sin odious; you were never 

reatly afraid of periſhing, nor ſaw that there was no 

lelp or Strength in yourſelf; therefore you never fled 
to Him that is a Refuge from the Storm. And, if yon 
never fled thus to Chritt, as helpleſs and undone with- 
out him, it is plain that you are {till without any ſav- 
ing Intereſt in him. 

See how it was with thoſe Converts mentioned in the 
Acts of the Apoſiles : Peter's Hearers were pricked 
in their Hearts, and ſaid, Men and Brethren, what ſhall 
ace do? The Jai or came trembling, through a Senſe 
of his miſerable Condition belore he was baptized, and 
received Forgiveneſs of Sins. Paul was ſtruck to the 
Ground. 

P. All theſe were Infidels, I was baptized in my In- 
fancy, and tred up to know good Things, and always 
believed. | 

M. God does not deal with all exactly in the ſame 


Way. But take heed you do not depend too much up- 


on theſe Privileges.” You were early baptized; but 
ſearch your Heart and Life. Have you not lived for a 
long time together as without God in the Warld ? In- 
ſtead ot revouncing the World, and Fleþ, and Devil, 


have you not ellaaved and been lid by them ? Have you 
not been led by the World in judging of Things accord- 


irg to the 1 of Men, in Oppoſition to the Word 
6: Gop? Have you not in many Things conformed 
to its Cuſtoms, contrary to the Commands of GOD? 
Have you not frequently obeyed your carnal Lufts and 
Iuciinations, ſo as to viclate frequently the pure Law of 
God, it not by actual Offences, yet by indulging evil 
Thoughts, and living in leſſer Sins without Concern ? 
And has not the Dewz/ been tor a conſiderable Time your 
Niafter, leading you to oftend G o o by profaning his 
holy Name and holy Day; and that for the ſake of ſuch a 
trifling Pleaſure, as plaialy argues his Alcendancy over 


you? And have you not continued ſtill in theſe I bings 


with 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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with little or no Concein, hoping notwithſtanding that 
all would be well? Nay, is not this {till in ſome mea- 
ture your Cale ? — I ice you acknowledge it is. It 
is plain then; your baptiſmal Vow and Covenant is bro- 
ken; and there is an abſolute Necellity of turning unto 
Go d, and beginning all anew. 

P. How muſt | begin anew ? 

M. By acknowledging that hy your Departure from 
Gop you have brought yourieli to a State of Sin and 
Miſcry ; alienated from GO b, inclined to Evil, and 
thereioze at Enmity with God in your Heart; that tor 
theſe "I hings you delerve his Wrath, and ſtand on the 
Brink of Ruin, covered with Guiit. 

P. I am willing to forlake all Sin, turn ta God, and 
do better. Will chat do? | 

M. Theſe are good Reſolutions, but they do not 
ſeem ta proceed from a right Frinciple. You would 
forſake Sin, and do bettet, I] fee, with ſome ſecret De- 
pendance upon your Airendment aud Doings, that theſe 
will Ft you for Acceptance, and gaix you an laterelt in 
Custer: But this is a legal Spirit of Self. depen- 
dance, a geing abtut to eſtabliſh your eter Righteouſneſs. 
When I tee you acknowledge yourſelf finful, wile, and 
baſe, and, like Job, abhrerring your/e/f; when | fee vou 
ſenſible that you ate uanerthy of the leaſt Mercy, and 
unable of yourſelf to do any good Thing ; when I tee 
you renowncing your beſt Deeds as defiled by Sin, caſting 
yourteli before God as 4% and he/plefs, having no Hope 
in yourſelt, but ſupported only by the Promiſe of Salva- 
tion made in xs us CHRIST; when this is not 
only the Language of the Tongue, but theſe Convicti- 
ons are deeply impreſſed on the Heart — When this is 
your Caſe, I ſhall think a real Work of Grace is begun 
in your Soul. | 

P. Why, this is adviſing me to deſpair! !?! 

M. Indeed I would have you defpair of ail Help from 
yourſelf, or on account of any thing vou have done, or 
can do; tor 'till then you will not ſutficiently value J - 
sus CHRIS r. nor fly to him as your only Saviour, 
who came to preae b Delivirauce te the Captives, and to 
bind up th. broken bearied | 

P. I believe all this may be neceſſary for a notcricas 
Sinner, or an Heathen ; but I have lived in fome fear of 


Go b, kept my Church, and always believed. M. 


ö ( 14 ) | 
M. I doubt you never believed at all, properly ſpeak- 


ing: But of this I will talk. more with you another Time. 


At preſent, it is plain, your Repentance has not been real. 


You never ſaw and felt yourDanger, conſequently could 
never be ſo deſirous of eſcaping it as is neceſſary. You 
always flattered yourſelf with ſome Hopes that your 
ſtate was ſafe, or certainly would be, when you lived a 
little better; which was at Bottom depending on your ſelf. 
with reſpect to the Branches ot Repentance, ſuch as for- 
ſaking Sin — it is evident to yourſelf you have lived 
without Concern in ſome lefſer habitual Sins; and, as 
for turning to G © b. you were never ſenſible, that in the 
Stream of your Affections and the geueral Courſe of your 
Life, you were turned from him. 

Indeed (though you ſeem not to know it) the ruling 
Principle in you, and every natural Man, is a Principle 
of Sin and Corruption. Inſtead of ſeeking to pleaſe 


God you have all along been ſeeking to pleaſe your- 


ſelf ; to procure ſome Gratification to cerrupted Nature, 
ſuch as ſenſual Delights, Riches, worldly Eſteem, Eaſe, 
or the like. This hath been the acting Principle 
throughout your whole Conduct, inſtead of obeying that 
Command, Do all to the Glory of GO D. Nay, it you 
ſearch narrowly, you will find in your Heart an Ermity 
againſt G O D. For fo ſaith the Apoſtle, Rom. viii. 7. 
The carnal Mind (and ſuch is every Man's by Nature) is 
Enmity againſt GO D. And this Enmity ſhews itſelf in 
oppoſing G o p's Will, by doing what He hath forbid- 
den, _ leaving undone what He hath commanded ; 
and alſo in flying from Go p as your Enemy, and en- 
deavouring to hide yourſelf from him like dam. Have 
you not paſſed Days and Weeks without one ſerious 
Thought of Go p, though you were all chat Time re- 
ceiving Mercies at his Hand? Have you not baniſhed 
and ſuppreſſed ſuch Thoughts, when they have riten in 
your Mind? Have you not fled from ſerious 'I'houghts 


of Go p and Eternity, as Enemies to your Peace, and 
drowned them in workily Cares, vain Converſation, and 


idle Amuſements? Have you not thus fled from God? 

You know you have. | 
Hitherto ſuffer me to be plain with you) you have 
gone wiong, and have been inſenſible of your Danger, 
deceived yourſelf, and ſpoken Prace_to-your Soul, when 
there 


(15) 
there was no Peace. Now conſider what you have 
heard from me, read your Bible, examine yourſelf, and 


pray unto Go p to give you a Senſe of your real State, 
and a right Judgment in all Things, | 


6 


DIALOGUE I. 


M. I WAS in Hopes of ſeeing you before now, Far- 
mer, that we might have an Opportunity of talk- 
ing together again on the ſame important Subject. 

P. Indeed, Sir, if I may make fo bold, ] muſt fay I 
did not like what you ſaid fo well, as to deſire to hear 
any more. of it, And I ſhould not have come to you 
now, had it not been for ſomething 1 heard in your 
Sermon Yeſterday, — 

M. | like your honeſt Plainneſs very well, Neighbour. 
But what was it I offended you in ? 

P. I thought you bore toe hard upon me, and I was 
afraid you would make me melancholy. | 

M. Do you not think that what I ſaid proceeded 
from Love to your Soul? 

P. I really believe it did. | 

M. Do you think I ſaid any thing that was not true? 

P. I did think ſo then. You ſeemed to judge too hard- 
ly of me, and to put me on the Level with the worſt of 
Men. But I am now convinced that what you ſaid was 
all true. . 2 
M. What has prodaced this Change of your Senti- 
ments ? | 

P. Your Yeſterday's Sermon about the Day of Judg- 
ment. I have been very uneaſy ever ſince I heard it. 
For I am greatly afraid, that, if the Day of Judgment 
was now to come, it would find me unprepared. And 
then — the Lo R D have Mercy upon my poor Soul! 

M. It would be too late then to cry and hope for 
Mercy. But what was it particularly that made you 
form ſuch a Judgment of yourſelf? | 

P. You ſhewed us from the twenty-fifth Chapter of 
St. Matthew that Judgment begins with a Separation of 
the Gedly from the Wicked ; and this Separation was ow- 
ing to a Separation made in this Life, when the Righte- 
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ous were taken from among the Wicked, by feaving 
the Works and the Society of the Ungodly, IT was not 
ſenſible any ſuch Change had been wrought in me, and 
am therefore afraid I am till in the State of Sin, in 
which, you told us all Men are by Nature, 

M. You have great Reaſon to be afraid, I told you, 
that thoſe would be eſteemed Righteous on that Day, 
who had fled to the LORD JESUS CHRIST for 
Righteouſneſs to juſtify them, and had been made holy 
by the Spirit of Go , creating in them a #ew Heart, 
and had evidenced this Change by an holy Converſation 
through the remaining Part of their Life, how many or 
great ſoever their Sins had been: And that the Wieked 
were thoſe that had lived and died without Faith in 
CRRIS r, and the Indwelling of Go Þ's Spirit, haw- 
ever orderly and decent their Conduct was. 

P. Ay, that was it that terrified ne. You told us 
that the moſt upright Man had committed Sins enow to 
condemn him, if he died without an Intereſt in ChRI1S , 
and without being accepted as nighteaus through bim. 

But if this Mercy and Acceptance thraugh JESUS 
CuarisrT, were obtained before Death, no Man's 
Sins would be remembered againit him on that Day. 
And to prove this, you ſhewed us, that in the Proceed- 
ings of the laſt Day, as related by St. Matibeau, no Sins 
of the Righteous are mentioned by the Judge, nor any 
good Deeds of the Wicke. | 
M. The Wicked, that is, they that lived and died 
without an humbling Senſe of their natural Corruption 
and actual Sins, ſo as never by Faith to fly ſor Refuge 
to Go p's Mercy in Cyr1sT, have, properly ſpeaking, 
no good Works to be mentioned, for all they do is 
from a wrong Principle; either for ſelſiſn or worldly 
Ends, or in order ro be accepted on account of their 
Deings ; which is ſeeking Salvation by the Law of Works. 
On this Account their Works are not regarded being not 
done in Faith; that is, not proceeding trom an Union 
with CH r18s'T by Faith, qwvithout whom wwe can do 
nothing acceptable in Go p's Sight, John xv. 5. On 
the other hand, the Righteous being tbemſelves accepted 
thicugh CuRI1s'r their Sins ate not mentioned, be 
caute long before forgiven and blotted out: And their 
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High-Prieft, who bears the Iniguity of tbr boly Things, 
receive at the Hands of the bouptitul Judge 3 Reward of 
Grace. So that That which principally diſtinguitkes the 
Godly from the Ungodly, is, that the one is accepted as 
- righteous, and has obtained Forgiveneſs through Cur15T, 
according to the New or Goſpel] Covenant: The ether, 
never being deeply ſenſible of his ſinful leſt State (in- 
deed too proud to acknowledge it) hath not applied for 
the Mercy repreſented in the Goſpel, and fo at the Day 
of Judgment ttaods on his own Bottom, without a Me- 
diator, and without Forgivenets, add there tote muſt be 
condemned, | | 

P. But then why are Works mentioned at all on that 
Day, as we find they are ? | 

M. I gave yuu two Reaſons tor this. Firf, Becauſe 
though they are not the Ground of any Man's Accept- 
ance, yet they ſhew a Man to be in a jultifjed t tate; jor 
we cannot bear the Fruit of Holineis, unleſs we are in 
and abide in CURIST, Jobn xv. 4 And they that 
do not att tighteouſly deceive themſelves, if they think 

themſelves righteous ; So that good Works ſerve to dil- 
tinguiſh Be/iewers from Unbelievers. Sec-ndly, Becauſe the 
different Degrees of Fruitfulneſs make a Difference be- 
tween the Godly themſelves, fo that Gos is pleafed 
graciouſly to confer upon them different Degrees of 
Glory. . That any Man .is at all ſaved is. owing to bis 
Faith in the Redeemer : His Degree of Glory is propor- 
tioned to his Fruitfulneſs and Diligence in the Vineyard. 

P. I always thought that we Chriſtians were all Be- 
lievers, one as much as another: And that at the Day 
of [Judgment They would be reckoned Gegly that kved 
orderly and wprightly, among whom I reckoned mytelf 
and all that were better than I ; and that the Profane 
and Urgedly, and all that were ſecretiy wicked and ul. de- 
ig ned. would be condemned. Indeed I had always {ſome 
Fears that 1 was not good enough ;. I did not know how 
great a Number n—_ be acknowledged zighteous ; but 
thought I ftood a better Chance than many, or moſt 
that I knew. | | 

M. You did not learn this from the Word of Goo. 

But what think you now? | 

F. 1 ſee that all depends upon my obtaining, whilt 
on Larth, Mercy and Forgiveneſs of all that is paſt; 
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and that not on Account of any thing done by me, but 
through Faith in sus Chr1sr. But what that Faith 
is I know not: This I know, that I have been all along 
out of the Way. 

M. Indeed I think you have; and it is high Time 
for you to awake, and ſeek the Lorp in Earneſt, leſt 
He cut you off in the Midſt of your Sins, and appoint 
you your Portion auhere is Weeping and Wailing, and 
Gnaſhing of Teeth. h 

P. Pray, Sir, tell me what I muſt do to be ſaved? 

M. What think you of your palt Life ? 

P. I ſee that J have been = offending Gov, by 
breaking his Commandments, and pleafing myſelf, not 
Lim; and that now | ſtand under the Guilt of Thou- 
ſands of Sins, the leaſt of which were enough to 
condemn me. , 

M. What think you of your good Deed ? 

P. I have none to think about. I ſee Sin in every 
thing I do. My Pride on Account of my being not 
ſo bad as others, my Worldiineſs, my Vanity, and tri- 
fling Spirit in Prayer and hearing Sermons, were enough 
to condemn me, if I had done nothing elſe. 

M. And what do you intend to do? 

P. I will do better, I will ſtrive againſt Sin, I will 
ray. ; 

g 1. But all theſe Duties, you ſay, have been hereto- 
ſore mixed with Sin; how then do you hope they will 
make you accepted now ? Or could you do theſe 'I hings 
ever 65 well, all is your neceſſaty bounden Duty : The 
good deeds you ſhall do, cannot make amends for p: | 
Otfences. On all theſe Accounts, by the Deeds of the 
Law ſhall no Man living be juſtified. 

P. | tee no Way If ever there was a loſt Soul, I 
am he What ſhall Ido? | 

M. Believe on the LORD FESUS CHRIST, and thou 
ſhalt be ſaved, Acts xvi. 31. This is the Work of GOD, 
that ye believe on Him whom He hath ſent, John vi. 29. 
And by Him all that believe are juſtified from all Things, 
Acts xiii. 39, Come, naked, finful, and helplifs as ye 
are, to Gop through Cagisr for Mer:y. He is ale 
to ſave to the utter moſt all thoſe that come unto GOD 
through Him, ſeeing He hath died for them, and ever 
live:h to make Interceſſion for them, Heb. vii. 25. He 
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can waſh you from the Guilt of all your Sins, deſtroy 
the Power and Dominion of Sin in you, /an&ify you 
throughly in Body, Soul, and Spirit, and preſent you to the 
Father without Spot or Blemiſp. . 

P. I have no Manner of Doubt of CuRISsT's Power 
to ſave, for He is the Sonof GOD. But [ fear | am not 
a fit Perſon to be ſaved. 

M. In order to determine that, look into your Bible. 
'There this Tender of Salvation is made: CHRIST 
JESUS came into the World to ſave Sinners, 1 Tim. i. 15. 
Now what think you? Are you of the Number He 
came to ſave, or not? 

P. But He will not, He does not fave all Sinners. 

M. That is becauſe they ui not come to him, to be 
ſaved. Of this He complains, 7chn v. 40. Ye will 
not come to me, that ye may have Life. | 

P. But I find certain Conditions mentioned neceſſa- 
ry to aralify Men, which | fear I have not. It is ſaid, 
Repent, and believe the Goſpel ; and, He that believeth, 
and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. 

M. If you are weary with the Burthen of Sin, loath 
it, and earneſtly deſite to be ſaved from the Guilt and 
Pollution of ita true Repentance is begun in you. 
And if for this Purpoſe you apply unto CHRIST as held 
forth in the Goſpel, this is the Faith that ſaveth. And, 
for Baptiſm, you are already baptized with Water; 
and if you are willing to renew and confirm your Bap- 
tiſmal Vow, come unto CHRIST, out of his Fulneſs, 
to receive the inward and ſpiritual Grace, the Bapti/m 
F Fire and of the Holy Ghoft : For he alone can give it. 

P. It is ſaid, Many ſhall ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not 
be able; and, Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord! 
Lord ! fall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, I his 
makes me fear, and keep at a Diſtance. 

M. Whither then do you intend to go ? 

P. 1 know no Place ; . for there is no other Name un- 
der Heaven whereby. one may be ſaved. 

M. Then fly to CHRIST —to eſcape the Wages of 
Sin, the Curſe of the Law, and the wrath of God: Fly 
to him for Pardon and Peace, Grace and Glory. And, 
if /eeking to enter into the Kingdom is not enough, /frive. 
If many that ſay, Lord! Lord fail; let this be the Lan- 
guage of your Heart and Life, as well as of the Ka 
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Not that, after all, any Dibgence and ſtrength of yours 
is the Thing that will gain Acceptance. But when Fuith 
is tr ue, lively, and ſaving, it will be attended with thele 
and the like Works. 

P. This is what | fear, that my Faith is not true Faith. 

M it your Faith is wwe Faith, you will have Conht- 
dence in nothing in yourſelf, no Works or Strength ol 
your own ; but you will rely tolely on Gop's Promiſe of 
Mercy made in CHRIST. A true Faith will alſo in ſome 
Degree be liwehy, ſhewing itfeli in a Leal for God and 
Godlineſs, and a ſteady Warfare againſt Sin. And this 
will be allo /avirg : You will be thereby ſaved not only 
from Guik, but from the Power of Sin, and the Domi- 
nion of your Luſts; and this will give you a good Hope 
and Expectation, and by Degrees a firm Perſuaſion, of 
being ſaved from Wrath in the great Day of the Loup 

ESUS, | | | 
, P. I cannot find I have this Faith; therefore dare 3. 
believe that Gop will forgive and receive me. 

; AMT. Then come unto Chr1sTr, embrace and depend 
on GoDb's Promiſes in him, that your Faith may grow 

up to this. For this Faith itſalf is be Operation of 1he 

_— GOD, and theretore to be tought of Him by 
rayer, through the Mediation of þesUs Cur13s7, 

F. I dare not thus embrace the Promiſes, come to and 
depend on Cuntsr, for I am utterly wrworthy: of tho 
leaft Mercy. 8 73; 

M. When do you think you ſhall make yourſelf worthy ? 

P. Never. : 

Ad. Then come to him juſt as you are, to be made wor- 
thy. | . 
P. May I dre thus to come to Cn RISsTHP, and depend 
upon him for Sal vation? 

M. Do not depend upon my Word, but hear the 
Word of God. He invites you to come: Ho! every 
one that thirfleth, come ye to the Waters, Ita. lv. 1. He 
commands you to come: This is his /Commandment, that 
ewe Hou believe on the Name of His San FESUS 
CHRIST. He promiſes to receive thoſe that come: 
Him that cometh unto me I evill in vo auiſe caſt off, John 
vi. 39. He threatens if you do not come: He that be- 
lieweth not Sali be damned, Mark xvi. 16. 

P. But to whom are theſe Words addreſſed ? 


M. 


WE 


M. To you, to me, and to every one that hears them: 
Nyrach the Goſprt to every Creature, Mark xvi. 15. They 
are addrefſed to thoſe in particular, that ſee their Want 
of Salvation, becauſe they alone will receive them. 
Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and 
Fevillgive you Refl, Mat. xi. 28. | 

P. Theſe Arguments from Scripture ſtop my Mouth. 
But fill I cannot believe CNsF will receive ſucl 2 
Simmer as | am. hs Z 6%) 

M. This is what I ſaid before: Paith is not of Man, 
but the Gift of Goo, wronght by the Srtr in them 
that hear the Goſpel, Therefore ſeek this and every 
other Grace of Gop by Prayer, in the Name of Fesrs. 
And, to encourage you in this, conſider that Gop gave 
CurrsT for this Purpoſe, i» ſave Sirmers : For this He 
came into the World; For this He laboured, wept, and 
bled; for this He reigns and intereedes in Heaven. He 
is ſo tar from being unwilling to fave, that He is offen- 
ded with them, when they will not come to him to be 
ſaved. When he was upon Earth, He wept over Jeru- 
ſalem on this Account. | 
P. I know not what to lay. 

M. What do you intend to do? 

P. ] am greatly afraid I ſhail never be faved. But I 
know there is no other Way but Goy's free Mercy in 
Cnxrsr. Therefore will 1 ſeek it as long as 1 live ; 
and if I periſh, it ſhall be at the Foot of CMHAIs T's Croſs, 
calling for Mercy. | | 

M. Continue this Reſolution, and all the precious 
Promiſes in the Goſpel are your own. But take heed 
that you do not ſuffer theſe Impreſſions to wear away, 
and ſo fettle in a falſe Peace. Do not ſeek Reſt any 
where but in Cuts r. Beware, left worldly Cares or 
Pleafures divert your Attention from the Things of Gon, 
and leit Sin grieve the HoLy SPIRIT. Remember it 
is ſaid, If a Man draw back, my Soul thal! hade no Plea- 
ſure in him. 
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P. GI R, 1 hope you will not be offended at the 
O Trouble 1 give you: But I Want your Advice 

very much. AT. 
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M. You need make na Compliments, Farmer, I 
ſhould be glad, if all the People in my Pariſh would give 
me the ſame Trouble you do. But what is the Matter ? 

P. | have been for ſome Time ſo as I was never in 
my Life before: I have been afraid I ſhould be damned. 
'T his hath filled me with Thought-and Fears Day and 
Night. You had no need to caution me againſt the Dan- 
ger of worldly Cares and Pleaſures : For wherever I 
was, Or whatever I have been doing, my Sins and Hell 
have been ſtil] before my Eyes. 

M. What have you thought of your Sins? in what 
_ have they appeared to you ? 

Sins committed many years ago have now riſen in 
my Mind, and condemned me. The Remembrance of 
the Sins of my Youth has followed me, as if committed 
but Yeſterday. And ſome hard Scriptures, that I] have 
heard and read, ſeem to be Sentences of y Condemna- 
tion. I believe I have thought an hundred Times of 
theſe Words: The Wages of Sin is Death. 

M. Have you been looking into your Heart, and ſeen 
and lamented the Corruption there ? 

P. I did not uſe to underſtand what you meant by 
looking into the Heart; but I think I do now. I find in 
myſelf a ſtrong Inclination to many Sins, notwithitand- 
ing that I am convinced in my Mind that I deſerve 
God's Wrath on account of complying with theſe In- 
clinations heretofore. Indeed it is much better with me 
now than it was. Formerly I have been led by my own 
wicked Heart to delight in ide Company ; to ta k of 
myſelf in an empty vain Manner ; to be greedy after 
the World; to paſs ſlightly over, or entirely neglect 
Prayer, and other Duties, as a tedious Buiden ; and 
to be guilty of other Sins. At preſent I bleis God, it 
is not ſo; but all my Thoughts are, in a manner taken 
up about the Care of my Soul, and the World to come: 

M. I fear, you do not know your Heart as well as 
you imagine. You ſeem to think that a// Things are 

already became new in you, But be not deceived : Such 
a Cage of unclean Birds.. as the Heart of every Man is 
by Nature, is nut ſo ſoon cleanſed from its various Luſſs 
and vile Affections. Theſe that ſeem to be rooted our, 
are only aſleep for a Seaſon : Be watchful thereiore ; 
they will one day awake agai=. Some of them * | 
| | | bly 
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bly are only exchanged for others as bad and dangerous, 
ſuch as Pride, Preſumption, and the like. 

P. Really, Sir, I have had ſome Fear of that. For 
you mult know, that one Day I was thinking what a ſin- 
ful Wretch 1 was, and what would become of me in the 
next World ; when theſe Words came ſtrongly into my 
Mind: Iwill beal their Backſlidings, 1 will lowe them 
Freely. I am ſure they are ſomewhere in the Bible, but 
I cannot find them. However, they gave me much Com- 
fort, and I have been very eaſy ever ſince. Now a 
Neighbour, that I have been talking with, tells me, 
This is to be looked on as a Word from God,” and that 
Jam henceforth to look on myſelfas a converted Man. 
But I fear this would be Preſumption. Now what do 
you think of this? ; 

M. I muſt defire ſome Time to reſolve this Queſtion ; 
ſeven Years, at leaſt, before I can give a poſitive An- 
ſwer to it. 

The Words you mentioned are in the Prophet Hoſea, 
xiv. 4. They were perhaps fpoken more immediately 
of the Reſtoration of the captive Jews : But they con- 
tain a ſweet Promiſe perfectly in the Goſpel Strain, and 
are therefore free for every humble Soul to embrace by 
Faith. The Prophet you ſee at Verſe 1, 2, 3, exhorts 
the People to Repentance and Humiliation for Sin: O 
Iſrael, return unto the LORD thy GOD ; for thou haſt 
fallen by Iniquity, Take with you Wards, and turn to 
the LORD. Say unto him, Take away all Iniguity, and 
receive us graciouſly. For in t hee the Fatherle/s find- 
eth Mercy. Now, as God hath given you a Senſe of 
your ſinful, helpleſs State, and a Defire of turning to 
him, like this which the Prophet here deſcribes as pre- 

aratory to an Anſwer of Peace, I hope the follow ing 
Promiſe belongs to you: Ia heal their Backſlidings, J 
will love them freely; for my Anger is turned away from 
him, Verſe 4. | hope too, that Comfort, which you 
found in applying the Promiſe to yourſelf by a particu- 
lar Faith, proceeded from the Spirit of God. In the 
ſame Manner as I look on that Conviction of Sin, which 
filled you with Fear and Self-abaſement, when you cal- 
ed to Mind your Sinfulne's and God's Judgment de- 
nounced againſt Sinners, to be the Work of the ſame 
Spirit. For it is He that convinceth the I orld of Sin — 
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Rigbhteouſne/s. But this & muſt tell you: All theſe 
eelings are to be fulpeſted, ti we fee whtar Fruit 
tottows in the Heart and Life, Fot though, theſe are 
ſometimes owing to the Spirit of God, and come well 
recommended, when, as in your Cate, they are ſo cloſe- 
ly connected with the Word of God; yet the Emmy of 
Sous ſometimes imitates theie ſenſible Experiences in of» 
der to deceive. And it is impoſſibte ro ſay hoy much 
our natural Lemper and Spirits may conteibute thereto. 

P. Pray, Sir, tell me plainty, what you think of my 
State. | | 5 

M. Satan, I tell you, ſometimes puts on the Apprar- 
anee of an Angel of Light, in der to deceive. Thofe 
ſenſible experiences ſometimes vouchſaſed by the Spirit 
of God, and Impreſſions made on Mens Minds, of 
which Sort are what the Scripture term Peace in behew- 
ing and Joy in the Holy Gh — theſe the Enemy ſome- 
times imitates, and thereby deludes Hypocrites into ſpi- 
ritual Pride, and even the Godly ſometimes, fo as to 
prff them wp, and make them ſecure and care leſs. But 
there are two Tokens of Grace, which the Devil will 
not, cannot effect: Theſe are an holy Heart, ſteadily 
hating Sin; and an holy Lie, having refpe@ to all God's 
Commandments. Have theſe, and evidence the one by 
the other; and continue for fome confiderable Time 
thus to adern your Profeſſion —— Fhen Þ ſhall not 
have the leaſt Doubt but you are in a State of Grace. 

P As far as I know my own Heart, I would not 
willingly offend God for the whole World. I love 
thoſe that ſeem to be his Servants, and would go upon 
my Hands and Knees to do them Gond, or to make 
others like them. I love to hear his Word, to pray, and 
to talk of good Things; and, I think, I could die with 
Pleafure if it was his Will. | | 

M. Very welk Theſe are Good Signs. But this is 
the Fervour of your ff} Love. It will not always be fo 
with you. So was it with the fraelites after paſſing 
the Rea Sea, the Galatians, and the Church of 7:pheſus. 
But each of theſe grew colder afterwards : And the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah ii. 2. St. Paul, Gal. iv. 15. and our Lord, 
Rev. ii. 4. reprove them for it. | 

P. Sir, I believe you know my Danger hetter than I 
do myſelf. Pray direQ me what I ſhall do. 
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M. Strive to make your Calling and Election ſure and 
evident both to yourſelf and others, by bringing forth 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs in a good Converſation. 

My firſt Advice is, Be humble, and walk humbly with 
thy God. Let the Remembrance of your paſt Life of 
Sin and Folly ſtil] cover you with Shame. Recolle& the 
many aggravating Circumſtances of a Life hitherto ſpent 
in Rebellion againſt God : during all which he daily 
heaped Mercies upon you and yours; giving Food and 
Raiment, Health and Strength ; and continued theſe 
Mercies to you, while you tbrgot the Hand that gave 
them, and returned Evil for Good. He ſpared you in 
all your Provocations ; and at laſt opened your Eyes to 
ſee your Danger, ſtirred you up to avoid it, and now 
hath given you a good Hope through Grace of obtaining 
eternal Life. Thus compare together what God hath 
done and you deſerved, and thus learn Humility. Keep 
a watchful Eye alſo upon the Remains of indwelling Sin 
ſtill in you. And let every ſinful Inclination, vain 
Thought, Backwardneſs to Duty, and Failure in it, 
teach you to be humble and fear. Thus, diſtruſting 
— look up to God fer continual Support, like an 

elpleſs little Child; expecting, through the Mediation 
of jeſus Chriſt, to be aſſiſted in every Time of Need. 

My next Advice is, Keep à Conſcience void of Offence, 
If you have wronged any Man, be not aſhamed to ac- 
knowledge it; and according to your Power. make Reſti- 
tution: That the accurſed Thing may not cleave unto 
you, Take heed that you grieve not the Spirit of God 
by unholy Walking, leſt you provoke him to 7 yore. 
To this End, watch over your Heart, repreſs its firſt 
Inclinations to Sin, and be watchful againſt Temptati- 
ons from without; fixing your Eye eſpecially on the Sins 
with which you have 1 =. been moſt eafily beſet. © 
If at any Time Sin prevail againſt you, do not endea- 
vour to forget it, or hide it in your Boſom : But goto God 
immediately; take Shame to vourſelf; plead the Goſpel 
Promiſes to returning Sinners, looking unto Jeſus Chriſt 
as your all-ſufficient Sacrifice, and Advocate with the Fa- 
ther ; and never ceaſe wreſtling with God in Prayer, 
untill he again ſpeak Peace to your troubled Soul, and 
fill you with a greater m_ of offending him, 5 


"CW 3 

As I hope you are now planted in God's Vineyard, Be 
Huitful. Bear on your Heart a Senſe of God's Love to 
Sinners in Jeſus Chriſt, Conſider in particular, what 
God hath done for you, in calling you out of Darkneſs into 
his marvellous Light. Remember how you lay faſt afleep 
in Sin and fatal Security, when God awaked you to fee 
your Danger and eſcape it. Think what would have 
been your Condition in Eternity, if G © o had left you 
to yourſelf. Think how many ſtill go on in the ſame fa- 
tal Path in which you trod. And let the Senſe of Gop's 
diſtinguiſhing Love to you excite you to ſome Return, 
Love him, becauſe be fri loved you. And let Love to your 
heavenly Father influence your Thoughts and Words, and 
Actions. | 

Let your Meditations of Go Þ be ſweet and frequent. 
Lift up your Heart to Him phat ſeeth in Secret, and trieth 
the Heart and Reins, Seek a cloſe Communion with the 


Father ¶ your Spirit: And to this End, endeayour to 


withdraw your Thoughts from worldly Things, and to 
raiſe your Affections from Earth to Heaven, to thoſe 
Things, which are not ſeen but by the Eyes of Faith: 
That thus you may walk by Faith, guided by it as the 
Eye of the Soul, and raiſed by it to Heawenly- mindedneſs ; 
ſo as to love and delight in Go p. , 

Inſtead of your former vain Conwerjation, henceforth 
let your Tongue be employed to G © p's Glory; in 
ſpeaking Good of bis Name; in Prayer and Praiſe to your 
great Benefactor; in telling others what he hath done 
for your Soul; in warning Sinners of their Danger, 
and encouraging them that fear Go p te be bold 
and hearty in his Service. 

And let your Conduct in Life be ſuch as becocheth the 
Goſpels» You are called to fight the good Fight of Faith; 
ſee that you faint not, neither be aueary in Well doing. 
Shew that you are alive unte GO dyliving unto GOD, 
by devoting yourſelf to his Service, and by Diligence 


therein. Do ſomething for him that hath done ſo much | 
for you. Be loving unto all Men, for they are the 


Work of G © p's Hands: Do Good unto all Men accord- 
ing to your Ability, Your Time and Strength, and 
every other Talent, are given you to be improved, lay 
them out in Acts of Charity and Love, Let. your Heart 
be enlarged to all Men, not excepting your Enemies : 


Let 
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Let theſe have your Prayers and Forgiveneſs, and be 
ready to owerrvme Ei by Goa. 

See alſo that ydu ſhew the Power of Godlineſs ia the 
conſcientious Diſcharge of Relative Duties. Be kindly 
affectionate and tender-hearted to all about. you. To 
thofe of your Family ſhew yourſelf an example of Gen- 
tleneſs, Love and Forbearance. Expreſs your Regard for 
their Souls as well as for their Bodies, by a devout, feri- 
ousCourſe of Family-Worſhip. Let thoſe of your Houſhold 
and Acquaintance ſee that you have a zew Heart by your 
leading a new Life, ſtudying in all Things to be con» 
farmed to the Will and Word of God. Be ſtrict and 
conſcientious in all your Dealings. Reader to all their 
Due; Tribute to whom Tribute, and Cuſtom to whone 
Cuſtom is due, as well as every other lawful Debt: not 
defrauding either the King or your Fellow-SubjeQs, 
or any way encouraging thoſe that do, 

Shew a particular Regard for them that are of the 


Hew/hold of Faith, all the fincerely Godly, for Chrift's 


Sake. For as all Men were originally created after God's 
Image, in 44em is the Image in ſome Meaſure reſtored. 
Theſe therefore in a peculiar Manner belong to Chriſt, 
being waſhed from their Sins in his Blood, and ſanctified 
by his Spirit. And to animate you to greater Diligence 
in this Work and Labour of Love, view often with the 
Eyes of Faith the glorious Reward ſet before you, the 
eternal Weight of Glory to be beſtowed on that Day 
when Cukisx ſhall reward Acts of Mercy and Love, 
done in his Name, as if done to Himſelf. 

Quickened by this Priaciple, and encouraged by this 
Proſpect, ſtrive to grow in Knowledge, and Purity, and 
Faith, and Love, and godly Fear; in Meeknefs, and 
every Chriſtian Grace. Study to promote God's Glory, 
the Welfare of all Men, and ſuch a Diſpoſition in your 


own Soul, as may render you meet ts be a Partaler of the 


Inheritance of the Saints in Light. And, in order to pro+ 
mote this Work of Sanctification in you wait for God's 
Bleſſing and Grace in a conſcieatious Uſe of the Ordi- 
nances, in Prayer public any.pritate; hearing and reading 
God's Word; and confirm your Covenant with God at 
his Table. Thus may you hope to be a fruitfal Vine, 
and experience in your Soul thoſe Bleſſings, which the 
Prophet immediately adds to that Promiſe of free Mercy, 


Wo + 


in which you have found ſo much Conſolation. Hoſea 
xiv. 5, 6, 7. 1 will be as the Dew unto Iſrael: He ſhall 
grow as the Lilly, and cafl forth his Roots as Lebanon; 
growing upwards by Faith and Love, and downwards 
by Humility. His Branches ſhall ſpread ; and his Beauty 
ſhall be as the Olive-tree, and his Smell as Lebanon. T hey 
that dwell under his Shadow ſhall return from all their 
Wanderings : They ſhall revive as the Corn, and grow as \ 
the Vine. The Scent (or Bloſſom) therefore ſhall be as the _ | 
Vine of Lebanon, beautiful, fruittul, and pleaſant in 
God's Sight. 

P. Sir, I thank you. I ſee a great Work before me; 
but, by God's Help, I hope I ſhall be able to hold out to 
the End. 

M. You muſt expect many Difficulties and much Op- 
poſition. The Way to Heaven is the Way of the Croſs, 
and through much Tribulation. The World and Fl: and 
Dewil are ſtrong Enemies, and they are cloſely leagued 
together. Your own corrupt Nature will be always near 
to tempt to diſcourage, and draw you back ; for this will 
Aill be your Burden ; your greateſt Plague will be that 
of your own Heart. And, as ſoon as you appear to be 
going out of the broad Way, in which the Generality 
walk to Deſtruction, you muſt expect the Yorld will be 
upon you. Not only the Careleſs and Prophane will 
ſneer and ridicule you, but the more decent Formaliſis alto 
will be highly offended. They will ſay in their Hearts, | 
as the Pharitees of old: In doing this, in going out of | 
the common faſhionable Road, and pretending to un- 
common Strictneſs, thou condemneſt us alſo, And theſe 
his two Allies, the World and the Fleſh, the Devil can 
manage with wonder ful Skill, and ſometimes. throw in 

* ſome evil 'Thoughts himſelf. But be not diſcouraged : 
3 God is above all. Chrift ever liveth to make Interceſſion 
141.5” for us, and to ſave in every Difficulty. thoſe that come unto 
Sad through him. Holy Angels will be employed as your 
Guardians; and all the truly Godly will be your loving 
.* Brethren and ready Friends. They that are for you, are 
* > more than they that are againſt you. Be not your own 


Enemy, and nothing can hurt you. However, Be not / 
bigh-minded, but fear. Happy is the Man that feareth \ 
always. 

The EN D. 
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